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This year we have had three different year groups sitting
examinations. In addition to GCSE exams, several Year 11
students also sat AS qualifications in RE, English Language
and Maths. I am extremely proud to report that our Year 11
students achieved a staggering 92% 5 A*-C grades and 62% 5
A*-C grades including Maths and English which is a new
record for the school and the town! Added to this, over a
quarter of all our Year 11 children achieved 5 or more A*/A
grades and half of the year group achieved 3 or more A*/A
grades
a phenomenal achievement. Our Mathematics
department made yet another leap this year, achieving 74%
A*-C and just short of 20% of students achieved A*/A grades!
The English department introduced an International GCSE
(iGCSE) in English Literature in which 76% achieved a higher
grade pass! This is a brilliant achievement as this qualification
is normally taught in private schools. It is always difficult to
single out individual children who have excelled as everyone
did very well, but recognition must be given to: Katie Brown
who achieved 14 A*/A grades and grade A in Level 3 Maths;
John Davies and Jessica Taylor who both achieved 14 A*/A
grades and a B in AS RE and Dawid Kuznicki achieved 18
GCSE higher grade passes and 10 A*/A grades. In addition,
Stuart Tilley achieved 17 higher grade passes and 9 A*/A
grades; Jerome Hughes gained 15 higher grade passes and 13
A*/A grades and Jessica Gagen, Liam Gregson and Fabienne
Haslam all achieved 15 higher grade passes and 11 A*/A
grades! Well done to everyone and we wish you every
success for your college courses.
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Of course this year's examinations have not been without
controversy. Following Ofqual's investigation into the
marking of English examinations this year, a decision has
been made to offer an early re-sit to affected students. For
the extremely small number of students this has affected at
Our Lady's, please rest assured that we will continue to
support you and work with the relevant agencies to try to
address this injustice. What has been crystal clear is that the
grade boundaries have been raised across the overwhelming
majority of subjects. To achieve a higher grade pass
(A*/A/B/C) many more marks are needed from the
components making up a GCSE course. The marks needed
for each of these grades has been pushed closer together
meaning that often there are only two or three marks
between each boundary. This is significant for the current
children at Our Lady's as they will need to do much more
to achieve the desirable standard. Please find the time to
discuss this with your children, especially if they are going
into Years 9, 10 or 11.
As we move into another academic year I am pleased to
report that Year 10 Science results, including Triple
Science are already 67% A*-C. The History department has
achieved an impressive 63% A*-C and 100% of those who
sat the full RE and Spanish exams have achieved higher
grade passes. In Year 9, 100% of children achieved higher
grade passes in Art, Music, ICT and PE while 83% achieved A*C in Food Technology! Again History performed
exceptionally well with AQA History students achieving 30%
A*/A grades. Well done to everyone!

Over the past year we have not just been preparing for those
all-important examination results. It has been an exceptional
year in the life of Our Lady's; a community in which everyone
is encourage to embrace all that is on offer. At the end of
the year we had our annual Rewards Day which was an
exciting day, filled with fun activities. Children were able to
ice skate, experience live music in our music festival, go-kart,
use the climbing wall, skate in our roller disco, cake decorate,
barbeque and much, much more! The feedback from
parents and children has been positive and I should like to
thank the staff who prepared such exciting activities. It was
something a little different to the traditional theme park
visit.

In June 2012, the Archbishop invited the whole school to
celebrate the Feast Day of Ss Peter and Paul at the Cathedral
in Liverpool. This huge event went incredibly smoothly and
the Archbishop commented that our children were the most
responsive and best behaved children that the Cathedral had
ever had! After the event, we were contacted by the Dean to
say that some of our children were been invited as
permanent altar servers because they were so skilled. Well
done to everyone! You will find much more information and
pictures in the magazine and on our website at:
http://www.olqp.lancs.sch.uk/
Following the letter we received from the DfE, placing Our
Lady's in the top 100 schools for sustained improvement
(available on our website), I am also pleased to report that
we received a letter from the Specialist Schools and
Academies Trust Chief Executive Sue Williamson who states,
I am pleased to enclose a certificate to acknowledge your
achievement in being among the top 10% of schools
nationally based on the improvement from 2008-11 in the
percentage of pupils achieving 5+ A*-C including English and
Maths. Many congratulations for achieving a 30 point
increase. Our Lady Queen of Peace has proved itself one of
the best schools in the country at improving GCSE outcomes
for its pupils.
Finally, as we enter the new academic year, can I thank you
for your continued support. I hope that you are happy with
our new uniform and that you have found more convenience
in the school providing this service? We are always looking
for ways to reduce costs and will be sourcing more suppliers
to give you a wider choice and less financial burden. I am
sure that you will agree that this is a smart new look which is
fitting to celebrate your children's achievements. Please
ensure that your child is in formal leather school shoes.
Should you wish to buy additional items of uniform or try
alternative sizes, Mrs Quane will be available after school
each day to assist you. Shortly, we will have the facility to
accept card payments in school, allowing you to pay for a
range of services either over the phone or in person.

CONTACTING
US
Over the coming academic
year, should you have any
comments, questions or
queries, please remember
that Learning Managers and
Senior Staff are available
between 08:00 and 08:30
every morning at the front of
school or you can email staff
directly. To email a member of
staff, simply use their first
initial plus a dot and surname
in lower case plus
@olqp.lancs.sch.uk.
(j.smart@olqp.lancs.sch.uk)
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Dear Parents and Learners
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Music Fun
This year Mrs Cardwell organised visits from up and coming acts in the music industry.
Hopefully some our students found the experience of listening to live music inspirational and may
well be inspired to pursue a career in the music industry.

An Inspiration
This year we have been raising money to help
Charlie Coakley visit a mission in Nepal.
Through cake sales, collections, and nonuniform days we were able to give him a
cheque for £1300. This has secured his place
on the trip.
We wish him the best of luck on what we
hope will be a visit of a lifetime.

Artistic Visit

Congratulations
to all our leavers
this year

In July we were visited by Sister Emanuella. The
Sister, accompanied by a Novice and her Mother
Superior, is an expert on art history. Although
originally from Wigan, she now lives in the Vatican.
Her speech to the whole school, examined the link
between spirituality and art and was a fascinating
insight into the works of famous artists such as
Michelangelo.

Results Day

The performers were L Marshall & Vanquish.
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What a Celebration

A Moving Experience
by The Learner Voice Team

As the year was almost over, the Art and Performing Arts departments felt it was only right to celebrate
the achievements of learners throughout the year. During an evening of song, dance, theatre and art,
learners showed us what talent they have in our school.
The evening ended with a performance by the year 11 students, who had specially written a piece for the
occasion.

On Friday the 29th of June 2012, Our Lady Queen
of Peace along with three of its feeder primary
schools and feeder college (John Rigby College)
celebrated the feast of St Peter and St Paul and 50
years of Skelmersdale at the Catholic Metropolitan
Cathedral in Liverpool.

While the mesmerising stained glass windows
emitted rays of colour and light, Archbishop
Patrick Kelly began the Homily. His words on Saint
Peter and Saint Paul`s mission for God s work,
allowed us to put our own lives into perspective.
This may have meant realising that you have been
taking something for granted, or it may be our
understanding that you may leave your life sooner
than you think; it may have also made people
open their eyes to new ways of thinking.
During the service our choir led the singing. The
music was so beautiful, filling the building and
bringing everyone together
A group of learners read from the scriptures and
the word of God echoed through the building.
After the Mass ended, everyone was talking about
the experience and undoubtedly it will stay with
them for the rest of their lives.

Study Support

Special Thanks must be given to all of the
members of the parish who came to support our
school and to all the teachers for arranging such a
special event.

Thanks to Edge Hill University who offered
their facilities for two days, we were able to
run an exam preparation conference for Year
10 and Year 11 students. It proved to be a
rewarding experience for everyone and our
results are testimony to this.

There is a poster of the event for you to
keep on the following page.

Cathedral Visit

As we entered the cathedral we were
overwhelmed by the stunning, unique architecture.
One of the most amazing features was the stained
glass wall of the spire which we struggled to take
our eyes off.
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Mass @ Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral
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Extreme Physics

Fashionable Attire

Four fantastic Year 10 Physicists (Katie, Kara, Grace
and Caitlin) spent three amazing, but exhausting,
days at Lancaster Royal Grammar School during the
Easter holidays. The days were filled from 8am until
11pm carrying out challenges such as; finding the
mass of an Alien, building a one minute timer and
preparing a presentation which involved Grace
putting on a beak to be a Hungry Heron and Caitlin
turning into Lillie Light Beam!

Well done to Mrs Gillies s Year 9 group for the quality of their Burgerman inspired
characters using hand stitch and machine skills. The characters were created using 2D
Design and laser cutting.
Below are examples of the work done in textiles by this group and by other years

We also had a trip to Manchester to do some indoor
sky diving and rock climbing. It was
a great experience!

Exciting Activities

The girls were fabulous, working
incredibly hard right up to the end.
Ms Taylor and Mr Ashworth were
very proud of their team, especially
when they came 5th overall and
Grace got a special prize for having
the best kept journal.

Well done girls!

Martin Mere
In May all of Year 7s paid a visit to Martin
Mere as part of their Habitats topic in
Science. We had a fantastic time finding
out about the various habitats at Martin
Mere and played games, looked at food
webs, had a bug hunt and went pond
dipping as well as spending time
learning about the various animals.
All the learners had a great time and
were a credit to the school. Thanks to
Miss Yates for planning such a great day.
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50th Anniversary
The History Department had another busy term,
with the focus being preparing Year 11, 10 and 9
for their GCSE examinations. In the run up to
the exams learners attended many after school
revision sessions and benefitted from extra
lessons under the collapsed timetable.

National Recognition
The Maths department took part in the On Your Marks Maths Challenge earlier this year and beat stiff
competition from many other schools to win a top prize.
Collecting the award involved an exciting visit to London for two of our learners and an invitation to
enter the Houses of Parliament. Once there, they were greeted by a member of the House of Lords and
during a ceremony, awarded the prize. For the learners lucky enough to go, this was a once in a lifetime
experience and well worth the effort and hard work that went into winning the prize!

Year 7 and 8 were given the chance to learn
about the history of Skelmersdale and produce
a piece of display work on their town. The best
pieces of work were put on display in the
Cathedral when the whole school celebrated
Mass there on the feast day of St Peter and St
Paul. The pictures show some of the winners
with their models and posters.

This year's geography field trips were a tremendous success. Our learners completed a comprehensive
river study which should enable them to complete their controlled assessments in September to a high
standard. As well as being educational the field trips were also an enjoyable day out for each of the four
days, for both learners and staff. This enjoyment wasn't dampened, but rather enhanced, by the poor
weather on the Monday; the Midges on Tuesday; Mr Moore's group sinking waist deep in mud on the
Wednesday and the water fight on Thursday. Feedback from all learners was positive and many said
that it was their best school day out yet!
The geography department looks forward to their next adventure. Thanks to the outstanding conduct
displayed by all our geographers, we are confident any future expedition will also be a success.

English Success
Learners received an award this year at St. John Rigby College for public speaking.
Well done to: Jack Graves, James Graham and Amy Bissette.

Celebration

River Adventure
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Learner Voice

School Council
by Courtney Rowlands

The rewards day for the whole school on
Thursday 19th July 2012 was a complete blast!

In our fantastic school we are offering as part of the school council sub-groups, the
chance for other learners to get involved. These groups include: Photography, Radio,
Screens, Charities, Tour Guides, Website, Sports Reps, Curriculum and Transition.

It was filled with different activities around the
school including roller-skating, ice-skating, rock
climbing, go-karts, golf and so much more.
There were also three films which you could
have chosen to watch; they were Woman in
Black (a scary horror), Monster in Paris (an
animated film) and Sherlock Holmes (an
investigation).

You can gain confidence, listening skills, teamwork and co-operation, as well as the
opportunity to work with other learners to make new friends. These are all skills that
you can take with you to college and to the work you want to do in the future.

There was even a cute Police Labrador puppy
called Nessie which you could have petted if
you wanted to. Nessie was at the Police activity,
where you could try on some 'weird' goggles
and some of their police uniform.

If you want to change something in the school for the better, this is your chance to
take it. Just think, did your old school give you the opportunity to do these thing?
If you want to take up this opportunity to get involved then look on the notice screens
and briefing notes for dates and times.

There was even an ice cream van where you buy
ice-creams or lollies. The day concluded with a
concert showing a band called 'New Avenue'
and a singer called 'Hatty Keane.' People sat in
their seats or stood up dancing, fist pumping,
waving or even clapping. It was a good end to a
good day.

It's your chance to make a difference!

Teachers even joined in most of the activities;
you saw them on the climbing wall or even on
the go-karts. This was a great ending to the
school year, where you could just relax, be with
your friends and get ready for the six week
holidays.
You could tell people were enjoying themselves
by just looking at their faces. Would we prefer a
theme park, who knows? The one thing is, you
can't get all those activities that we were doing,
in a theme park can you? What a great day!!

Learner Voice has made a student blog. You can
access it by clicking on the link on the school
website.
The blog keeps you informed and let's you share
your positive thoughts and opinions.

Rewarding Days

All of them are things you can get involved in. You can help your voice be heard and
also put your ideas forward to other people for these groups.

Let us know your ideas about the blog and the
types of things you think should be on it.
It is another way to 'Let your voice be heard.'
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Sporting Values

The Physical Education department celebrated this
year s outstanding achievements by their learners
during an evening of awards. As this was an
Olympic year, special attention was paid to the
Olympic values of respect, excellence, friendship,
courage, determination, inspiration and equality.

Awards were given in many categories and it is a
testament to our students that so many were
recognised during the evening. Well done to
everyone. Students gave it their all this year, from
individual and team events, to joining in with the
dance show Boogie Wonderland .

