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Dear Parents and Learners,

If you would like further information, see our website or contact school.

Welcome to our Christmas newsletter. This half term has been as actioned-packed as any other and this
edition of our newsletter is as full of information and photographs celebrating the work of our students, as
always! I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of you for your continued support in making our
school community a happy and exciting place to grow and learn. Also, I am happy to inform you that Mrs
Byrom has given birth to baby Daniel. We wish her and her family well!

In order that we provide the very best Careers Education, Information,
Advice and Guidance (CEIAG), the school has bought the services of Bill
Valentine, an external adviser to offer impartial careers advice to our
children. I am very grateful to St John Rigby College who have coordinated his appointment on our behalf. If your child would like
careers advice, they only have to make an appointment or attend a
drop-in session with Bill. Parents also have access to a detailed
breakdown of what has been discussed. For more information,
contact Mrs Sloan or Bill at school.

A group of children who certainly did live life to the full were those who went to New York in October half
term! I must say we were very happy to welcome back the children who braved the horrendous conditions
that hit the coast in America. Our Year 11 children and staff who visited New York had a fantastic time on
their trip, experiencing all that the Big Apple has to offer. I know that as we watched the pictures of
devastation that hit parts of the area back in the UK we were worried and panicked by what we saw. I wish to
thank all the children and staff for keeping safe and responding to updates from the tour operator and
authorities. In particular, thanks to Mr Ashworth who helped to reassure the parents and staff of Our Lady's
by 'tweeting' and posting pictures on our website. One student said upon his return, “It was nothing Sir, not
bad at all! You wouldn't even have called a wet break!!!”
For all those children who stayed behind during half term, there were many activities on offer in
school to boost their GCSE grades. It was really good to see so many children embracing
the extra learning sessions which spanned the full week and into the weekend. These
extra lessons, coupled with our Maths Pizza Evenings, ensured that maximum
opportunities were given to children to capitalise on revision before key
examinations. I hope you all made full use of everything that was on
offer? Parents should by now be aware that Maths is a key subject for
entry into any college. Without GCSE Maths at grade C or higher,
children will have to repeat the subject regardless of their
chosen post 16 pathway. This is really important as we begin
Autumn Term
college interviews in the New Year.

For Your Diary

20/12/12 End of
7/1/13 Start of Spring Term
7/1/13 District Swimming Gala
6-8/2/13 The Wizard of Oz production 7-9
14/2/13 Y9 Parents' and Choices Evening
15-25/2/13 Half term
28/2/13 Y11 Parents' Evening
27/2/13 – 4/3/13 Barcelona Trip
27/3/13 End of Spring Term
15/4/13 Start of Summer Term
18/4/13 Paris Trip
9/5/13 Y10 Parents' Evening
16/5/13 Y8 Parents' and Choices Evening
24/5/13- 3/6/13 Half Term
6/6/13 Year 7 Parents' Evening
28/6/13 Year 11 Leavers' Celebration
24/7/13 End of Summer Term

Just before half term, Year 9, 10 and 11 learners were given
the opportunity to visit a Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths Careers event to help them in
making their choices post 16. It was a really good
opportunity for children to meet FE and HE providers,
as well as representatives from key businesses and
industries. This annual event is open to parents if you
would like to visit us.

In November 2012, our partner 6th Form College, St John Rigby
celebrated its 40th birthday. Congratulations to the students,
staff and governors at the College and huge congratulations on
your exceptional A Level results and brilliant Ofsted inspection. If
parents or learners would like to see more information about the
College, they should visit the website: http://www.sjr.ac.uk/

tel: 01695725635
email: mail@olqp.lancs.sch.uk
mail:Glenburn Road
Skelmersdale
WN8 6JW
web:www.olqp.lancs.sch.uk
soc:www.twitter.com/olqpcec

Another huge celebration in November is our Awards Evening where we
recognise the achievement of our current learners and those Year 11s who
have left us for college. Thank you to all those parents who joined us to
celebrate the presenting of certificates and prizes to our worthy winners. You can
f i n d m o re i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e n ew s l e t t e r a n d o n o u r we b s i t e :
http://www.olqp.lancs.sch.uk/. Congratulations to John Davies who won the prestigious
Governors' Award.
In other news, it was fantastic to welcome some of the parents of our Year 7 Japanese class to a Japanese
Fun Day. It was a great event where they learned some of the Japanese language and sampled food. Year 7
children have also been involved in the 4 Nations Maths Challenge! Well done to Miss Button's class who
came sixth in the country.
This year Miss Button and Mrs Witter are launching the Duke of Edinburgh Award. There has been a huge
amount of interest. For more information, please contact them directly.
Finally, I would like to urge parents to help us to improve further by giving feedback about your school on
Ofsted's website. If you could help us out, the questionnaire is very simple and takes no time to complete. I
really would appreciate it if as many of you as possible would give your views. The website is
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/. We need to get at least 200 responses to achieve our target. Thank you in
anticipation of your completed questionnaire and may I take this opportunity to wish you a happy and holy
Christmas.

Mr Smart makes his address at the Mass dedicated to Tim Oakes

Also this term we have launched a brand new
programme, in conjunction with Edge Hill University,
called Teachers of Tomorrow – A Taste of Teaching
and Learning. The programme, in partnership with
St John Rigby College, KGV and Lathom High School,
is a unique pathway for students considering a career
in teaching. It provides opportunities to study
elements of teaching and learning in Year 10 and 11 and
then further options post 16. Students are then
guaranteed an interview at Edge Hill for a degree course.

www.olqp.lancs.sch.uk

Welcome

Before I reflect on some of the key celebrations of the term, I have to report one event of great sadness as we
lost our School Adviser, Tim Oakes. Tim tragically died in the Nepal air crash in September 2012. He had a
great sense of humour and was great fun to work with. Tim’s knowledge of our school and children was
second to none. He has watched our school grow over the last 5 years that he has been with us and believed
in the power of our distinctive Catholic ethos. It was his belief in our mission and his endorsement of our
innovations which helped to give us the confidence to strive for the very best in all that we do. The school
staff feel extremely privileged to have worked with him. I know many departments in school have enjoyed
and benefited from his advice and guidance. As well as reflecting on Tim's life in our annual Remembrance
Service, on Friday 5th October, we dedicated our whole school Mass to celebrating Tim's life and we invited
representatives from the Archdiocese, Local Authority and other schools from the district. The Mass was a
great celebration of a man whose motto was live life to the full. He will be greatly missed by our community
and the wider community of Lancashire.

Contact
information
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Celebrating Achievement

Awards Evening
Once again, following the success of our GCSE results this year, we held our annual awards ceremony.
The honoured guests included: this year’s leavers, current learners and of course parents and school
staff and governors. We were also delighted to welcome our Guest of Honour Mr Nick Shore (CEO of
NSG) and our primary headteachers. It was fantastic to celebrate all that our learners have achieved
this year, their contribution to the wider community and how they have lived out our mission
statement - In Christ We Grow.
This year the prestigious Governors Award was presented to our ex-Head Boy, John Davies.
(Photos by Megi Germane and Mercedes Broad from the School Council)
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OLQP does NYC
Hurricane Sandy wasn’t enough to prevent 31 Year 11s, Mr Ashworth, Mr Hughes, Miss Foley and Miss Quane from having the
time of their lives in New York City. Although safe from the Super Storm staff and learners were blown away by the sights
and experiences that came their way.
The Empire State Building, Times Square and a Wicked Broadway Musical were definite highlights….what an amazing trip!
This truly was a once in a lifetime adventure! The students were a real credit to our school community. Well done to all of our
stateside learners.
Check out the photos to see what they got up to in the city that never sleeps.
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Cultural Links

From Our Lady's Mrs Montoro had the great
opportunity to visit vocational schools, high
schools and the Beijing International Studies
University in Chengdu. The purpose was to set up
links with Chinese high schools so that our
students will have the opportunity to learn
Chinese from a native speaker and the possibility
of visiting the Far East to gain a wider
appreciation of this fascinating culture!

Duke of Edinburgh
I would like to tell you about an exciting
opportunity available for Years 9, 10 & 11. The Duke
of Edinburgh award allows you to challenge
yourself and learn new skills. A nationally
recognised award, The Times newspaper reported
earlier in the year that it is ranked the number 1
most impressive achievement to see on a young
person's CV.

OLQP gentlemen sport
moustaches during
Movember

Yule
Enjoy
Our Cakes

Learners have had to put up with the impressive
top-lip facial hair styles of Mr Hughes, Mr Hopkins,
Mr Maher, Mr Ashworth for the month of
Movember. There was also an impressive effort
from Y11, Harry Sutcliffe!

Members of the Let’s Get Cooking club have made
some fantastic dishes since September,
culminating in them making some Yule logs.
They started by making their own sponge and
then coated them with chocolate butter cream
and decorated them for Christmas.
Members of the club includes children from local
primary schools and learners from Years 7-10 at
Our Lady’s

To achieve Bronze award you need to complete
challenges based on four areas: volunteering,
skills, physical and expedition. You can use skills
you already have or learn something brand new.
The expedition will include hiking and a camping
trip which will take place in April.

Almost 150 learners entered a competition run in
collaboration with the Science Department and a
local charity, FASaware. Gloria Armistead and
Janet Lester from FASaware asked OLQP learners
to design cartoons for a information booklet about
Foetal Alcohol Syndrome.

Many thanks to everyone who made such kind
monations! :{D

This advice booklet has since been published and
contains work done by several of our leaners. Beth
Guest and Joseph Howard’s art work was chosen
as the focal point of the booklet which can now be
read in hospitals and doctors’ surgeries from
London to Canada! It is even available to buy
online at Amazon, with all proceeds going to the
charity.
Other art work came from Natalie Walker, Olivia
McDivitt, Grant Walker, Georgia Duffey, Laura
Flanaghan and Kieran Klette.

For more information visit the Duke of Edinburgh
website.

The ‘Mo Bros’ tendered and preened their
moustaches for 30 days as part of a growing
worldwide trend to raise funds for research into
treatments of prostate and testicular cancer.
The generosity from learners and staff was
fan’tash’tic. At the present count, contributions
have topped £182.35!

Having something published is a major
achievement, well done to all our designers!

Rocket Power
Learners in Mr Ashworth’s class
experimenting with air pressure
to power a rocket.

Update

From the 28th October to 4th November
Headteachers, Deputy Heads and Head of
Languages in Lancashire went on an Educational
Visit to Beijing & Chengdu, China.

FAS Booklet
goes global
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We have had yet another very busy start to the
year with auditions for our annual production “Wizard of Oz” and I am pleased to report that
once again we had such a wealth of talent that I
have had to double cast – not just the lead roles
but virtually every part in the show. The show is in
February so keep your eye on the school website
for the dates of ticket sales.
In September we had our very successful open
morning where members of the GCSE drama
group demonstrated their make-up skills by
providing very realistic scars and bruises for our
young visitors- we even had parents who couldn't
wait to be made up!

Performance News
Wizard of Oz- Good Witches Glynda -Abbi
Dimmock Y9 and Jenny Mason Y11 are really
looking forward to their spectacular arrival on
stage in a cloud of bubbles.
Jordan Lloyd our ever cheerful Stage Manager is
keeping us all well organised.

This year the 4 Nations Maths Challenge
competition took place on the 13th & 14th
November. Over 2 days, 305 learners took part
from Year 7 and 8, answering a total of 290,298
questions! On average each child answered 951
questions. Ellen Adkins is the overall winner in our
school scoring a staggering 10278 points, followed
closely by Ga'bor Ga'cs (9559) and Lucci
Woodhouse(8877). Miss Button’s Yr7x1a class
climbed to 1st postion Tuesday lunchtime and
eventually came 6th overall in the competition! We
now look forward to 'World Maths Day' in March
next year...

iThink therefore
iPad
The Art Department invested in
15 iPads at the start of this term.
Already they are transforming
learning opportunities in the
subject.
Mr. McMullen said, “I am really
excited about this new
technology and what it can
bring to our subject area. I am
writing new schemes of work to
make Art even more engaging.”

In October we were lucky enough to take part in
workshops with a professional actor to create a
piece of devised theatre entitled “Reduce, Re-use,
Re-cycle” – the thirty learners involved worked
very hard to create an entertaining but informative
piece that will be used to promote awareness of
our responsibilities to the environment.

To complement the iPads the
deaprtment has also bought 4
DSLR cameras and is plaining on
starting a Photography club in
January.

In November we were able to give all of our Y9
and 10 learners the opportunity to see
performances of “Blood Brothers”, the Willy
Russell urban musical set famously in Liverpool
and Skelmersdale with a backdrop of 50's
recession with large helpings of Scouse humour
very ably performed by the Artz Academy tutors.

Exam Timetable This Term

We have had a great start to the academic year
and we are really enjoying having drama back in
the KS3 curriculum and working on our new stage
as our photographs of Y7 freeze frame character
studies show.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for their hard work and to wish you all a
very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and look
forward to your continued support in the New
Year,

Date

Exam

Time

Wed 9th Jan
Thur 10th Jan
Fri 11th Jan
Mon 14th Jan
Tue 15th Jan
Tue 15th Jan
Tue 15th Jan
Wed 16th Jan
Thur 17th Jan
Fri 18th Jan
Mon 21st Jan
Tue 22nd Jan
Thur 24th Jan
Thur 24th Jan

Biology Unit 1
English
Maths Linear Paper 1
Chemistry Unit 1
RE GCE Unit 3
ICT Unit 1
Maths Linear Paper 2
Art Mock Exam
Physics Unit 1
History B Unit 1
Geography B Unit 1
Biology Unit 2
Chemistry Unit 2
Health & Social Unit

9.00-10.00am
9.00-10.45am
9.00-10.15/10.30am
9.00-10.00am
9.00-10.15am
9.00-10.00/10.30am
12.50-2.35/2.50pm
All day
1.30-2.30pm
9.00-10.15/10.45am
1.30-2.30pm
9.00-10.00am
9.00-10.00am
11.30-2.45pm

AJ Wows The
Audience
Performer AJ made a quick
detour on his journey to perform
in front of an excited audience.
Hopefully this will inspire some
of our budding musicians.

Performance & Arts

Another Awesome
Performance

Performing
Arts
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Building fund

We have outstanding facilities that are available
for community use. Our site has secure access
with 24 hour CCTV and large parking facilities. You
can hire our gymnasium, multi purpose sports hall,
arts theatre and outdoor courts. If you would like
to hire any of our facilities please contact the
school on 01695 725635 or email
mail@olqp.lancs.sch.uk This e-mail address is
being protected from spambots. You need
JavaScript enabled to view it with your enquiry.
Further information including pictures are
available on our website
http://www.olqp.lancs.sch.uk/community
Please note: All lettings are subject to the
agreement of our Lettings Policy.

Uniform
I’m sure you will agree that our learners look
fantastic in the new school uniform. We have
received many positive comments from parents,
staff and the community.
We now have a uniform shop that is open from 3
to 5 each night or Mon to Thu run by Mrs Quane.
We can accept payments for uniform via debit
cards. If you have any outstanding issues or
queries that are not being dealt with then please
contact the school during the above times or email
uniform@olqp.lancs.sch.uk

Pensioners’
Christmas
Party

Thank you for all the building fund contributions received so far. If you haven’t already
contributed then you can do so via cash, cheque or the online payments system. The
building fund enables us to carry out major repairs, alterations and build extensions
however the first 10% of the cost must be funded by the Catholic Community.

Help
Required

We were delighted to welcome pensioners from
the wider community into our school for festive
celebration with our children.
Guests were treated to a Christmas meal cooked
onsite by our own chef. During the meal, our
learners provided the music and the School
Council members were on hand to ensure that
everyone had a great time.

We are in the early stages of building a Parent
Teacher Friends Association.

ePayments
Our online payments system has
been a great success. So far the
system has taken over £33,000
which would have been
collected by a member of staff.
You can use the online payments
system to pay for uniform,
dinners, trips and music tuition.
We now have a debit card
payment facility for uniform,
trips and music tuition.

Recycling
In our efforts to reduce our carbon footprint and
look after our environment the school has started
to operate a recycling system. Each classroom has
a mixed content recycling bin labelled “Recycling
Zone” for paper, card, cardboard, plastic bottles,
and cans. If you know someone in school who
would like to help out then please tell them to see
Mr Downing

A PTFA is an excellent way to bring together
parents, teachers and others to raise money and to
support the school. It provides an opportunity for
everyone to work together towards a common
goal.
All parents and teachers can get involved even if
they only have a small amount of time available.
This is a really important and fulfilling opportunity
as you will be able to directly help our learners.
If you would like to get involved then please
contact the school or email ptfa@olqp.lancs.sch.uk

Support & Information

Facility Hire
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St. John Rigby has been our partner college since the school was formed. Some of their many
achievements are highlighted below.

Teachers of Tomorrow
This year we are running a programme to give our learners the opportunity to build up skills crucial for
a career in education. In association with Edge Hill University, St John Rigby College, KGV and Lathom
High School learners are taught a programme designed to help them build a relevant portfolio of
experiences and knowledge.
At the end of the programme, students are automatically entitled to an interview at Edge Hill onto a
teaching qualification. Mrs Woodhead and Mrs Foster are putting a lot of effort into the course to
ensure that students get the best experience possible.

It’s
the
Future
Our Lady's continued its
commitment to offering
quality information,
advice and guidance in
careers and progression
routes in Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Maths (STEM). In
November we held our
annual 'Future in STEM'
careers fair for learners in
West Lancashire. Years 9, 10 and 11 from Our Lady's and other West Lancashire
schools attended the event which featured contributions from FE colleges,
universities, training organisations and institutes and took away valuable information
on how to access STEM related education, career and training routes. 'Our F1 in
Schools' competitors also used the event to set up the track and test their CO2 driven
racing cars prior to the regional finals in the spring term and let some visitors try them
out for themselves.

Links with our Partners

Celebration
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Learners once again gave it their all in our annual dance
extravaganza. This is the sixth year that the show has been
hosted in school and some children involved have taken part
in every single one.
For some, this was their final year of taking part in the
show as they now begin preparation for GCSE
examinations.
Over half the dances were choreographed and coached by our own Dance
Leaders, both at school and in three of our feeder primary schools.
Well done to all the staff involved, who gave up a great deal of their time to help make it all possible.
Mrs Downing, in particular, has worked extremely hard coordinating the whole event.

